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Auty. Manuel Albalos Argel
ol Vigan, flocos Sur. He ob-
tained his Bachelor of Laws

Degree from: Georgetown

University in Washington
DC, USA as a working stu-
dent and was an inspiration
o many young men of our

town. He became President |

“of the tlocos Sur. Lawyers

Association for 10 years, a(nd. 1

defénded clients, rich or
poor,

Manila before he retired.

P’ﬂor 10 entering lhe judi- 1

ciary, he was twice elecred
Board Member and was Act-
ing Governor of llocos Sur.

Atty. Manuel Argel mar.

ried Atty. Paz jdmmmg
Lahoz of Vigan and Sto.
Domingo llocos Sur. She
served the Philippine gov-
ernment as Deputy Com-
missioner of the Land Reg-
istration Commission, hav-
ing been Register of Deeds
~oftlogos Sur for many years.
‘Her Bachelor of Law degree

- -was from the University of
the Philippines.

Profile of a Filipino Lawyer by MANNY VILLON .

" community and personal
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1 grew up. | knew

He served as}udg;:oiihc' 5
CourtafFirst Instance (now |
calied Regional Trial Court) |
of Caloocan City, Metro | |

_WLE " PEOPLE .

: nd Deputy Commiis-
sioner Paz Lahoz Argel have

now passed away they have
left a lasting legacy of good
values through their chil-
dren. Being respecied in
clvic, religious, governmem
and social circles, especially

- Ahele fog ehlldiren spownci.-

ness.

Areas - ¥ 8, immi-
., gration and employment
~law, What made this change
. of client base possible were
 my colleagues, UPAAA
 alumni and my family".

Imelda Argelacknowledged.

Imelda Argel's son, Victor
Guevara has been working
asmanager of her legal prac-
tice while studying at the
University of Sydney. Vic-
tor has now completed a
Bachelors Degree in Chemi-
cal Engi ng (with First

As the practice develaped,
satisfied clients provided
referrals and ongoing busi-

Class Honours) and Bach-
elors Degree in Commerce
with an average of distinc-

ate the importance of hon-
esty, integrity and sincerity
in their respective ‘careers.
The eldest, Pacifico, is a
businessman. He owns a
pre-school and a luneral
service. The youngess,
Rosario, is an Information
Technology contractor in
Sydncy Judige Manuel Atgel

chu'mai Trial ‘Court of
Laoag City, Hocos Norte,.

Imelda is a Sydney hased
Solicitor.

- In the lnst seven years,
Imelda Argel has been in
private practice as a solici-

tor of the Supreme Court of
New South Wales, the Aus-
m!mm:apm(‘fcmmrynnd
thﬂﬁghtﬁmmfﬂuﬂmin
She s an Attomey-at-Law

United States of America,
Imelda is also a registered
‘migration agent and has
been appoinied by the Mi-
gration Registration Author-
ity as Auditor for Continu-
ing Professional Develop-
ment Programs for Mngra
Hon Agemts.
Before Imelda Argel came
10 Australia, she had a well-
established legal career in
the Philippines. She was
Managing Partner of the law
firm Argel, Guevara & As-
sociates based in Makati
City. She was also General
Counsel of a large multina-
tional corporation, She pre-
viously warked tn the Cor-

porate Finance Division of
the Ayala Investmient and

Development Corp«mmm

after more than three years
of corporate practice at baw .
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tion in hoth degrees. His
secondary education was at
St.  Ignatius'  College,
Riverview, where he ob-
tained a TER of 98.55 in his
HSC. Victor will commence
work at Procter & Gamble
in Australia starting Febru-
ary 2002,

The writer, Mansueto
(Manny) S. Villon, |.P., BA.,

B Compi., BEd. LLB is
Chairman of the. Board of
Trustees of the Philippine
Australian Community Founs
dation, Inc. He is the awardee
of the Outstanding Filiping.
NSW. He was born i
Tarudtud, Lapog, Hocos Sur,
has personal knowledge of the
familyandisaclient of imelda
Argel and Associates in Aus-
tralia and abroad.

firm,

in the State of New York,

InApril 1988, Imelda Argel
migrated o Sydney, with
her 9-year-old son, Victor.
Alter departing hersuccess-
ful legal practice in Makati
City, she was somewhat
taken aback that she could
not practice in Australia
immediately upon arrival.
Expressing what she felt
during her early days in
Australia; she said, “Ir was

couple of degrees from the
best schools in the Philip-
pines: - a Bachelsr of Laws
degree from the University
of the Philippines and =
Bachelor of Arts Degree
fram St. Theresa’s College,
Manila. 1 had come from
being aiorpayn;e lawyer for

4 major muliinational cor- -

poration and other large
Philippine corporations.

- Despite my qualifications:
 being recognised also in
New York, USA and awards

from the Legal Managemens
Council of the Phli:ppum
1 was not entitled 10 prac-
tice law in Sydney "

. "Lhad 10 work duréng the

day and swudy at night
_order 1o gain Australian ac-
creditation to practice, Be- H
: mgasiugleparzm lalso

i Teves, Campos,
- Mendoza & Hernandez in
 Manila, Philippines.

did the housework for my
son and mysell and had to

 re-establisha place for usin

society. My family back-
ground and my political
connections in the Philip-
pines seemed irrelevant at
thattime. | had to adapiioa
major change in hfﬂ.’l}ir ’
Imeldasaid.

Imelda worked as parale-
gal at Baker and McKenzie
and later as legal officer at

the Department of Corniset-
vation and Land Manage-
bitofashocktome. Lhada

ment in Sydney while com-
pleting her bridging course
foradmission as Solicitor of
New South Wales imelda
Argel then went on o ob-
tain her Mmr of Laws De-
gree from the University of
Sydney, after which she de-
cided to establish her new
legal practice.

"I was difficalt to spart”.

1melda said. “Idid not have

contacts with big corporate

* clients like the ones ! hadin

the Philippines. The fact that
1 had negotiated and drafted
large build operate and

transfer contracts and con-

sortium agreements in Ma-
nila did not seem 1o be ap-

preciated in Sydney "

1 had 10 rthcus my ares

“of practice fmm corporite =

:md :nmmm:inl law to
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